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Establishing a Department and a Board for the purpose 
of promoting Agriculture and other Industries in 
Ireland. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 Department of Agriculture and Industry. 

1. — (1.) There shall be established a Department of Agriculture 
and Industry for Ireland (in this Act referred to as “ the 
Department”), consisting of the Chief Secretary as President 
thereof, a Vice-President thereof appointed by and removable at the 
10 pleasure of one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, 
and a Commissioner to be styled the Commissioner of Agriculture 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. 

(2.) The office of Vice-President of the Department shall not 
render the person holding the same incapable of being elected or of 
15 sitting or voting as a member of Parliament, or avoid his election 
if returned, or render him liable to any penalty for sitting or voting 
in Parliament. 

(3.) The Vice-President of the Department and the Commissioner 
of Agriculture shall be ex-officio members of the Congested Districts 
20 Board for Ireland. 

(-I.) The Department shall be deemed to be established on the 
appointment of the Vice-President thereof. 

[Bin 204.] A 


A.D. 1897. 


Establish- 
ment of 
Department 
of Agricul- 
ture and 
Industry. 


See 30 & 31 
Vict. c. 72. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Agriculture and Industries {Ireland). [60 VlCT.] 


A.D. 1897. 

Powers and 
duties of 
Agricultural 
Department. 
57 & 58 Viet, 
c. 57. 

59 & 60 Viet, 
c. 15. 

56 & 57 "Viet, 
c. 56. 

40 & 41 Viet, 
c. 68. 

50 & 51 Viet, 
c. 27. 

54 & 55 Viet, 
c. 70. 


Power to 
transfer 
other powers 
of Govern- 
ment Depart- 
ments. 


Style and 
seal of 
Department. 


2. There shall he transferred to the Department — 

{a.) The powers and duties of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
Council under the following Acts ; that is to say , 

(i.) the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 and 1896 ; 

(ii.) the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1893 ; and 5 

(iii.) the Destructive Insects Act, 1877 ; and 

(A) The powers and duties of the Registrar-General for Ireland 
and the Irish Land Commission,, with reference to the collection 
and publication of statistics relating to agriculture, and of 
returns of average prices of agricultural produce, and the 10 
powers and duties of the Irish Land Commission under the 
Markets and Fairs (Weighing of Cattle) Acts, 1887 and 1891 ; 
and 

3. — (1.) The Lord Lieutenant may, with the consent of the 
Treasury, by Order in Council, transfer to the Department such 15 
powers and duties exercised and performed by any Government 
Department in Ireland as are conferred or imposed by or in 
pursuance of any Act, and appear to him to be of an administrative 
character, and to relate to any powers and duties similar or 
analogous to those by this Act transferred to the Department. 20 

(2.) Where any powers and duties proposed to be transferred 
by an Order under this section are exercised and performed by 
any Department not being a Department of the Irish Government, 
the Order shall not be made without the consent of such first- 
mentioned Department. 25 

(3.) Before any Order under this section is made, the draft 
thereof shall be laid before each House of Parliament for not 
less than thirty days on which such House is sitting, and if either of 
such Houses before the expiration of such thirty days presents an 
address to Her Majesty against the draft or any part thereof, no 30 
further proceedings shall be taken thereon, without prejudice to 
the making of a new draft Order. 

4. — (1.) The Department shall be a body corporate with a capacity 
to acquire and hold land for the purposes of this Act, and shall 
be styled “ the Department of Agriculture and Industry for 35 
Ireland,” and may sue and be sued by that name. 

(2.) The Department shall have an official seal, which shall be 
officially and judicially noticed, and such seal shall be authenticated 
by the signature of some member authorised by the Department or 
of the secretary, or some person authorised by the Department to 40 
act on behalf of the secretary. 
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(3.) In tbe execution or discharge of any power or duty trails- A.D. 1897. 
ferred to the Department by, or in pursuance of this Act, the 
Department shall adopt and use the style and seal of the 
Department. 

6 5. — (1.) Every document purporting to he an order, licence, Proceedings 

' certificate, or other instrument issued by the Department, and to be ^ e ^ t epart 
sealed with the seal of the Department, authenticated in manner 
provided by this Act, shall be received in evidence and be deemed 
to be such order, licence, certificate, or instrument without further 
10 proof, unless the contrary is shown. 

(2.) A certificate signed by any member of the Department 
that any order, licence, certificate, or other instrument purporting 
to be made or issued by the Department is so made or issued, 
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact so certified. 

15 (3.) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any power or duty, by 

or in pursuance of this Act vested in or transferred to the 
Department, may be exercised or performed by one member of the 
Department. 

6. — (1.) There shall be transferred and attached to the Department Transfer of 
20 as officers thereof such of the persons employed under the Privy 

Council, or any other Government Department, in or about the persons, 
execution of the powers and duties transferred by or in pursuance 
of this Act to the Department as the Lord Lieutenant may, with 
the sanction of the Treasury, determine. 

25 (2.) The Department may distribute the business of the Depart- 

ment among the persons transferred thereto in pursuance of this 
Act, or hereafter appointed officers of the Department, in such 
manner as the Department may think right having regard to the 
duties previously performed by those officers, and those persons 
30 shall perform such duties in relation to that business as may be 
directed by the Department: Provided that any persons trans- 
ferred from any Government Department under this section shall, 
while they continue in office, be in no worse position as respects 
tenure of office, salaries, or superannuation allowances than they 
35 would have been in if tliis Act had not passed. 

(3.) Any Order in Council of the Lord Lieutenant made in 
pursuance of this Act which transfers any powers or duties to the 
Department shall extend this section to such of the persons 
employed in or about the execution of those powers and duties 
40 as the Lord Lieutenant may determine. 
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7. _ (1.) The Department may, with the consent of the Lord 
Lieutenant and the Treasury, appoint or employ a secretary, aud 
such inspectors, officers, and servants as the Department may 
require. 

(2.) There shall be paid out of money provided by Parliament 5 
to the Vice-President of the Department the annual salary of 
one thousand Jive hundred pounds, and to the Commissioner of 
Agriculture , the secretary , inspectors, officers, and servants of the 
Department such salaries or remuneration as the Department , with 
the sanction of the Treasury, may determine. 10 

(3.) All expenses incurred by the Department in the exercise 
of their powers or the performance of their duties under this Act, 
to such amount as may be sanctioned by the Treasury, shall be paid, 
out of money provided by Parliament. 

Agricultural Board. jg 

8. — (1.) There stall be established a Board for the purpose of 
promoting agriculture and certain other industries in Ireland 
(in this Act referred to as "the Board”), consisting of the 
Chief Secretary as president thereof, the Vice-President of the 
Department as vice-president thereof, the Commissioner of Agricul- 20 
ture, and such other persons not exceeding nine, as the Lord 
Lieutenant may appoint. 

(2.) The persons appointed members of the Board shall hold 
office for such terms not exceeding five years as maybe fixed by the 
Lord Lieutenant, and may be re-appointed. 25 

(3.) The Board may be dissolved at any time by a resolution of 
both Houses of Parliament. 

(4.) The Board shall be deemed to be established on the appoint- 
ment by the Lord Lieutenant of five members thereof. 

9. — (1.) The Board may, in any part of Ireland not within a 30 
congested districts county as defined by the Purchase of Laud 
(Ireland) Act, 1891, and witliin any such county with the consent 

of the Congested Districts Board for Ireland, take such steps as 
they may think proper — 

(«.) Por aiding, improving, and developing agriculture, forestry, 35 
dairying, the breeding of live stock and poultry, home and 
cottage industries, the cultivation and preparation of flax, 
market gardening, fishing (including the construction of piers 
and harbours and the supply of fishing boats and gear), aud any 
industries immediately connected with and subservient to any 40 
of the said matters : 
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(6.) Tor tlie improvement of land by arterial or other drainage : fA.D. 1897. 

(c) Tor appearing as complainant on behalf of any person 
aggrieved in reference to any matter which the Railway and 
Canal Commissioners have jurisdiction to hear and determine : 

5 (d.) Tor instituting a prosecution under section seven of the 56&57Vi c t. 

[Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Acts, 1893 : c. 56. 

(<?.) Tor undertaking, with the consent of the governing body of 
any institution in this section mentioned, the inspection of 
and reporting on any university, college, or school in which 
10 technical education, practical or scientific, is, or is proposed to 
be, given in any subject connected with the matters in this 
section mentioned ; and for the aiding of any university, 
college, or school which admits such inspection and which in 
the judgment of the Board is in a position to derive benefit 
J 5 from such aid : 

(/.) Tor establishing any school or aiding or establishing any 
system of lectures, classes, or instruction for the purpose of 
teaching agriculture or fishing, or any industries immediately 
connected with agriculture or fishing, or with any of the other 
20 matters in this section mentioned, or which in the opinion of 
the Board may be similar thereto : 

Provided that the Board shall not undertake the inspection of 
any elementary national school except with the consent of the 
Board of National Education in Ireland. 

25 (2.) There shall be transferred to the Board the powers and 

duties vested in the Board of National Education in Ireland for 
the purpose of affording instruction in agriculture, and in subjects 
appertaining or allied to agriculture (exclusive of the instruction 
of such nature afforded at elementary national schools), main- 
30 taining the Albert Agricultural and Daily Training Department at 
Glasnevin, and the Albert Model Farm and Gardens, and assisting 
towards the maintenance of the Munster Dairy School and 
Agricultural Institute. 

(3.) The Board may make, or cause to be made, or aid in making 
35 such inquiries, experiments, and researches, and may collect, 
publish, and distribute, or aid in collecting, publishing, and 
distributing such information with reference to any of the matters 
in this section mentioned as they may think expedient. 

(4.) The Board may co-operate with or aid any public body as 
40 defined by this Act in carrying into effect the purposes of this 
Act. 
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A.D. 1897, 10.— (1.) Tlie Board may, subject to the approval of the Lord 

Regulations Lieutenant, make general regulations providing for the terms and 
for forma- conditions under which a consultative council may be formed for 
ranstdtative the purpose of holding conferences with the Board, and for the 
council. composition of such council. 5 

(2.) The consultative council shall consist partly of members 
elected by agricultural societies or associations and partly of 
members appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. 

Provision for H. — (1.) Schemes for the purpose of carrying into execution any 

special rates. ^ 0 ^,j ects 0 f this Act may be prepared by any public body and 10 
submitted to the Board for their approval, and where the Board 
have approved of any such scheme the following provisions shall 
have effect whenever the purposes of the scheme so require : — 

(1.) A presentment may be made at any baronial or county at 
large presentment sessions, and a special rate struck and levied 15 
together with and as part of the grand jury cess, either off the 
county at large or any barony or town-land specified in the 
scheme, as if such rate was grand jury cess levied pursuant to 
the Acts relating thereto; and the total amount of the 
special rate so levied shall be paid over by the county treasurer 20 
to the persons and in the manner provided by the scheme. 

(2.) The board of guardians of any poor law union may, -with the 
sanction of the Local Government Board, strike a special rate 
and cause the same to be levied together with and as part of 
the poor rate, either off the entire union or any electoral division 25 
or town-land specified in the scheme, and the total amount 
of the special rate so levied shall be paid over by the treasurer 
of the union to the persons and in the manner provided by the 
scheme. 

(2.) Every such scheme shall show, by maps or otherwise, as 30 
may be required by the Board, the area to be affected thereby, the 
amount of money required for the purposes of the scheme, and the 
amount proposed to be raised therefor by special rates, and such 
other matters as the Board may require, and the Board may direct 
such notices to be given with reference to the scheme and at such 35 
times as they may think fit. 

(8.) The amount raised in any year by special rates for the 
purposes of a scheme shall not exceed the amount contributed by 
the Board therefor during that year. 

Provisions 12.— (1.) For the purposes of this Act there shall be paid to the 40 
o^BoanT 68 Board at such times as the Treasury may direct — 

(a.) All sums paid to the Local Taxation (Ireland) Account, 

59 & 60 Viet. pursuant to the Local Taxation (Ireland) Estate Duty Act, 
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1896, after the thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven ; and 

(h.) That portion of the Sea and Coast Fisheries Fund reserved 
hy the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, for expenditure 
5 elsewhere than in the congested district counties, including all 
moneys due on foot of loans and for interest, dividends, and 
other annual income payable on foot of the same. 

(2.) Out of the sums payable from the Local Taxation (Ireland) 
Account under this section the Board shall, at the end of each 
10 financial year, pay to the Congested Districts Board for Ireland 
to be expended for the purposes of the Congested Districts Board 
(Ireland) Acts a sum equal to the difference between the amount 
expended under this Act in that year by the Board in the 
congested district counties and the sum of twenty thousand pounds 
15 where such amount is less than twenty thousand pounds. 

(3.) So much (if any) of the sums payable under this section to 
the Board in any financial year as may not be required for the 
purposes of this Act in that year may be invested under the 
directions of the Treasury, and the principal and income of such 
20 investments may, in any subsequent year, be applied as the Board 
tliinh fit for the purposes of this Act. 

(4.) For defraying the expenses incurred hy the Board in the 
exercise and performance of the powers and duties of the Board of 
National Education in Ireland transferred hy this Act there shall 
25 he annually paid out of money prodded hy Barliament the sum of 
six thousand pounds. 

13. — (1.) The Board may appoint or employ a secretary and 
such other persons as may he required hy them for the performance 
of their duties. 

30 (2.) The Board may remunerate or assist in remunerating the 

members or officers of any public body for the performance of duties 
under this Act. 

(3.) There shall he paid out of the money placed at the disposal 
of the Board by this Act the salaries or remuneration, travelling 
35 expenses, and reasonable subsistence allowances of any persons 
. appointed or employed under this section, and also the travelling 
expenses and reasonable subsistence allowances of the members of 
the Board. l 

(4.) Any member of the Board shall he eligible to act as an 
40 officer thereof for any temporary purpose, hut so long as he is 
employed as such officer he shall not act as a member of the Board. 

(5.) The Board may, with the consent of the Department, employ 
any officer of the Department, and in such case the additional 
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salary or remuneration (if any) payable to suck officer in respect of 
suck employment shall be paid out of the money placed at the 
disposal of the Board by this Act. 

14. — (1.) The Board shall be a body corporate with a capacity 
to acquire and hold land for the purposes of this Act, and shall 5 
be styled “the Agricultural Board for Ireland,” and may sue 
and be sued by that name. 

(2.) The Board shall have an official seal, which shall be officially 
and judicially noticed, and such seal shall be authenticated by the 
signature of some member authorised by the Board or of the 10 
secretary, or some person authorised by the Board to act on behalf 
of the secretary. 

(3.) In the execution or discharge of any power or duty trans- 
ferred to the Board by or in pursuance of this Act, the Board shall 
adopt and use the style and seal of the Board. 

15. — (1.) Every document purporting to be an order, licence, 
certificate, or other instrument issued by the Board and to be 
sealed with the seal of the Board, authenticated in manner provided 
by this Act, shall be received in evidence and be deemed to be such 
order, licence, certificate, or instrument without further proof, 20 
unless the contrary is shown. 

(2.) A certificate signed by any member of the Board that any 
order, licence, certificate, or other instrument purporting to be 
made or issued by the Board is so made or issued, shall be conclusive 
evidence of the fact so certified. 25 

(3.) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any power or duty, by 
or in piusuance of this Act vested in or transferred to the Board 
may be exercised or performed by five members of the Board. 

16. The Board shall prepare, in such form and at such times as 
the Treasury may direct, accounts of the receipts and expenditure 30 
of the Board, and within six months after the expiration of the 
financial year to which the accounts relate shall transmit the same 

to the Controller and Auditor-General to be audited, certified, and 
reported upon in conformity with regulations made by the Treasury, 
and the accounts, with the reports of the Controller and Auditor- 35 
General thereon, shall be laid before the House of Commons as soon 
as may be after the reports are made. 

Miscellaneous. 

17. The Department and the Board respectively shall once in 
every year, as soon as possible after the close of the financial year, 40 
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make reports to tlie Lord Lieutenant, as to their respective pro- a.D. 1897 . 
ceedings under this Act, and all such reports shall be laid before — 
Parliament. 

18. The Department and the Board may co-operate in the Power to 
5 exercise and performance of their respective powers and duties. co-operate. 

19. All proceedings affected by any jurisdiction, powers, or Pending 
duties transferred by or in pursuance of this Act to the Depart- proceedings, 
ment or the Board, and which are pending at the date of such 
transfer, may be continued and concluded as if such transfer had 

10 been made before the proceedings were instituted. 

20. — (1.) All enactments, orders, instruments, contracts, and other Construction 
documents relating to any jurisdiction, powers, or duties transferred foments.* 1 
by or in pursuance of this Act from any authority to the Department 

or the Board shall, so far as circumstances admit, be construed as 
15 if any reference therein to the said authority, so far as it relates 
to the said jurisdiction, powers and duties, referred to the Depart- 
ment or the Board, as the case may he, and shall he construed with 
such modifications as may he necessary for carrying this Act into 
effect, and any act or thing which, hut for tliis Act might have been 
20 done by, to, or before any such authority, for the purpose of, or in 
connexion with the said jurisdiction, powers, and duties, maybe done 
by, to, or before the Department or tbe Board, as the case may he. 

(2.) The expression c: authority ” in tliis section means the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council, the Irish Land Commission, the 
25 Registrar-General for Ireland, the Board of National Education in 
Ireland, and any other Government Department, or Board of 
Commissioners whose jurisdiction, powers, or duties are transferred 
by or in pursuance of this Act. 

21. — (1.) In the event of the Board being dissolved by resolution Provision for 
30 of both Houses of Parliament, on the day upon which the Board p^e^anj 

ceases to exist, all proceedings under any powers vested in the duties of 
Board which may then he pending, and all duties transferred from Department 
any public department to the Board by this Act, may he continued 
by and shall he transferred to the Department, and all moneys, 

35 stocks, and securities then standing in the name of the Board shall 
be entered in or transferred to the name of the Department for the 
purposes of this Act, and any land vested in tbe Board as such 
shall, without any conveyance or assurance, vest in the Department. 

(2.) The liabilities of the Board shall thereupon be transferred to 
40 the Department to the extent to which the property of the Board 
has been transferred to or vested in the Department and that pro- 
perty shall be held by the Department in trust for the creditors of 
[204.] B 
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A.D. 1897. and claimants against the Board and shall he made available 
accordingly. 

(3.) For the purposes aforesaid the Department may, if they think 
fit, apply to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland to 
appoint an arbitrator to ascertain the value of such property, and 6 
those Commissioners shall make such appointment ; and the Depart- 
ment may pay into the High Court a sum equal to such value when 
ascertained, and shall thereupon he relieved from all liability in 
respect of any debts of or claims against the Board, and also from 
any obligation to see to the proper application of the money so paid 10 
into Court. 

(4.) Where any money is paid into Court under this section the 
same shall be distributed by the Court among the creditors of or 
claimants against the Board as if the same were money paid into 
56 & 57 Vict. Court by trustees under the Trustee Act, 1893, and the said 16 
c. 53. creditors and claimants were chargeants thereon, and their rights 
and priorities shall be determined in accordance with the provisions 
-to & 4 1 Viot. sec tion twenty-eight of the Supreme Court- of Judicature 

c. 57. Act (Ireland), 1877. 

Definition. 22. Iii this Act, unless the subject or context otherwise -requires, 20 
the expression “ public body ” means any body with powers of 
levying rates or taxes, and any legally constituted public body, 
agricultural association or council, or any society or organisation 
formally approved of by the Board. 

Short title 23. This Act may be cited as the Agriculture and Industries 25 
of Act lent (ti-'dand) Act, 1897, and shall extend to Ireland only. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Agriculture and 

Industries (Ireland). 


li I Tj \j 

For establishing a Department and a 
Board for the purpose of promoting 
Agriculture aud other Industries in 
Ireland. 


{Prepared and brought in 
Mr. Gerald Balfour and 
Mr. Attorney. General for Ireland.) 


Ordered , by The fiosso of Commons, te ba Printed. 
12 April 1807. 



[Price ljrf.l 


[Bill 204.] 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



